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South Tyneside Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the South Tyneside
Metropolitan Borough Council to be held on Thursday 13 January 2022
commencing at 6.00pm at Temple Park Leisure Centre, John Reid Road, South
Shields. The Meeting of the Council is to be held for the transaction of the
business specified below.

Agenda

1. Declarations of Interest

2. Minutes of the Meeting of Council 25 November 2021
3. Mayor’s Announcements or Communications

4. To consider a report of the Director Business
and Resources on the Treasury Management Mid-Year
Review as at 30 September 2021

5. To consider a report of the Director Business
and Resources on the Council Tax Support Scheme.

6. To consider a report of the Director Business
and Resources on the appointment of an External Auditor for
2023/24.

7. To consider a report of the Director Governance and Corporate
Affairs with regards to the Council Constitution In -Year
amendments.

8. To consider a report of the Director Regeneration and Environment
with regards to the Council’s emergency response and recovery
work following Storm Arwen.

9. In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 8 to
deal with questions (if any) in the following order:

Contact Officer, Karen Connolly, Strategy and Democracy Officer — tel. 424 7691
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e Questions from members of the public

e Questions from Elected Members

e Questions from Elected Members to
Representatives of the Police, Integrated
Transport and Fire Authorities

10.1n accordance with Council Procedure Rule 9 to deal with any
petitions submitted (none received).

There were no petitions presented to the October meeting

11.In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10 to
consider the following Notices of Motion:

Motion 1 — South Tyneside Parks
The Council notes

The Parks in South Tyneside are generally of a high standard

thanks to the Council Officials and Workers who look after them
and also thanks to the very excellent local people who lend a hand
in their maintenance such as picking up litter etc.

Harvard University professor Edward O. Wilson argues in his book
BIOPHILIA that human beings have a genetic tendency to seek
connections with other living things.

Health studies have shown that contact with nature - with plants,
with animals, pleasing landscapes offer a range of medical
benefits. These include lower blood pressure and cholesterol
levels.

Some of our parks have tennis courts, bowling greens and
children’s play areas which is great, but | believe that Parks should
become a place of destination - a place that becomes foremost in
peoples minds to visit - a place to spend time and meet other
people and make new friends. There are so many lonely people
out there who would love some interaction with others. This has
been made worse by the Pandemic, so where is the safest place
to meet people - IN THE OPEN AIR of course, which is why we
need to evaluate the importance of our Parks and increase the
urgency to magnitude one.

Our Parks in South Tyneside could become a community hub
which attracts a cross section of society with facilities which attract
all age groups. A high frequency of people will also result in
everyone feeling safer which will in turn escalate the usage and
will create a snowball effect of our Parks teaming with People.
After all - isn’t that what Parks are for?
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HOW DO WE ACHIEVE THIS UTOPIAN IMAGE
BY PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES.

As well as existing facilities such as Tennis, Kids Play Areas and
Lawn Bowls, we should think about additions such as GIANT
CHESS with viewing seating. What better for a great excuse for a
lonely person to come and watch. Or they could join in a game of
BOULES - a game popular in French Parks and a great way to
meet new friends.

While Parents are keeping an eye on their Children in the Play
Park, they could be using the OUTDOOR EXERCISE MACHINES
which are becoming increasingly popular in Parks and Beaches
throughout Europe. Specially designed for the outdoors and
suitable for all ages. What better way to improve health and fitness
in our citizens. We should also encourage fitness classes in our
parks such as Yoga and Pilates. If funding could stretch, even
provide a canopy for shelter against rain for these activities.

If we can get enough people using the Parks through our
innovation, then it would encourage mobile Coffee vendors to
service the Parks. We could introduce more tables and seating to
facilitate them. What better way to watch a game of Chess or
Boules, with a cup of coffee.

LETS MAKE SOUTH TYNESIDE THE BENCH MARK FOR THE
NATION TO FOLLOW IN ITS INNOVATION FOR PARK
STRATEGY.

THE COUNCIL RESOLVES:

1. To identify at least ONE PARK in South Tyneside to implement
the proposed facilities and monitor the visitor numbers before and
after the improvements.

2. To seek funding from all appropriate funding bodies such as
Government, Lottery and other funding organisations.

3. To monitor and record the inevitable success of the scheme
including the pre improvement visitor figures and the Post
improvement figures in order to use them to apply for further
funding to roll out similar schemes in other Parks.

4. Consult with Friends of our Parks and the public for additional
ideas on how to attract more people with even more facilities and
for volunteers to manage the games equipment.

5. Make our Parks disability friendly with a view to access and
seating and give consideration to the possibility of defibrillators.

Signed

Councillors: Wildhirt
Forster
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Milburn
Roberts
Kennedy
Thompson

Motion 2 — “Motion for the Ocean”
Local Context

South Tyneside Council is leading the way in tackling the climate
emergency and has recognised the value of the ocean in both
helping us meet our commitment to being carbon neutral by 2030
and in protecting our beautiful coastline. We are lead partners on
the Stronger Shores project, which is pioneering the use of nature-
based solutions for coastal protection and carbon storage,
restoring marine habitats in order to protect the coast and
communities of the North East.

We are founding partners of the SeaScapes scheme, the first of its
kind in the UK, which is better connecting local communities with
our maritime heritage, improving ocean literacy (understanding of
the relationship between people and the ocean) and inspiring
people and businesses to play their part in protecting it. We work
towards more sustainable fisheries management as members of
the North Eastern IFCA.

Our Economic Recovery Plan places the environment and green
growth front and centre of our plans to create an inclusive,
sustainable economy. We are active in the Tyne Estuary
Partnership which has already delivered one project to extend
carbon-storing saltmarsh habitats within the Borough, with other
nature-based solutions in the pipeline.

South Tyneside Council is leading the way nationally too. We are
lead authority for the Local Government Association’s Coastal
Special Interest Group and are championing better coastal policy
and funding for the benefit of all England’s coast and its
communities.

It is natural that we would be one of the first local authorities in the
country to declare an urgent need for ocean recovery.

Why is this declaration needed now?

The health of our ocean is inextricably linked with our climate and
with human health, wellbeing and prosperity. A healthy ocean is
fundamental in regulating the global climate system and is an
essential ally in our fight against climate change. The ocean
absorbs more than 90% of the excess heat in the climate system
as well as absorbing around 20% of annual carbon dioxide (CO2)
emissions generated by human activity.
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However, decades of irresponsible marine exploitation and
pollution have led to significant levels of degradation, and this
together with the detrimental impacts of our changing climate on
marine ecosystems has led to national and global recognition that
the world ocean is in crisis. An unhealthy ocean does not absorb
or store carbon as effectively as a healthy one, further worsening
the impacts of the climate crisis.

The UK government’s recent Marine Strategy assessment
confirms that our marine environment is not healthy. An ocean in
crisis is not only bad news for our climate, but also for our local
fishing and tourism industries and for our health, wellbeing and
prosperity in our local communities.

In South Tyneside, like the rest of planet, we are witnessing the
ocean crisis first-hand. Fish stocks continue to collapse from
permitted and illegal overfishing and poor water quality is
impacting seafood and safe bathing. Our beaches are covered in
litter with each tide, much of it plastic, though this is just the tip of
the iceberg of the amount of litter in our oceans. Marine
microplastics have been found in all marine environments and in
the bodies of many species, including humans and the species of
fish we regularly eat.

Our residents are on the frontline of climate change and are being
disproportionately impacted relative to inland communities. The
impact of the climate crisis on the ocean is profound, from rising
water temperatures and changes in ocean chemistry, to sea level
rise and increased storminess, including in our local waters. This is
changing what seafood is caught locally, accelerating the erosion
of our coastline - increasing the risk to infrastructure and
properties, and increasing the risk of flooding and storm damage.

Urgent action is needed to halt these devastating changes and
recover the health of our ocean to enable it to deliver the full range
of benefits, including climate regulation, carbon storage in coastal
and marine habitats, coastal protection, a thriving local economy,
clean safe recreation and happy, healthy coastal communities. We
must play our part in recovering the health of the ocean.

In South Tyneside, the ocean is at the heart of our heritage and
economy. From the expertise of South Shields Marine school and
clusters of maritime and marine expertise around the Port of Tyne,
to the millions of visitors who come to the borough to experience
the sight, sound and feel of the ocean. The ocean can play a vital
role in our economic recovery and we must strive to develop a
sustainable and equitable blue economy that delivers both ocean
recovery and local prosperity. We must ensure that ocean
recovery is embedded in our relevant strategic decision-making,
policymaking and budget-setting; as well as being considered in
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future strategies and plans, including those seeking to improve the
health and wellbeing of our residents.

At present, not everyone has the opportunity or means to access
and enjoy the ocean. Even within the borough, there are people of
all ages who have never experienced the joy of our ocean. First-
hand experience of the ocean is essential if people are to be
motivated to play their part in protecting it, whether that is through
disposing of their litter responsibly, recycling what they can or
volunteering in ocean conservation with local organisations.
Helping individuals develop their ocean literacy (understanding of
the relationship between people and the ocean) is an essential
part of this motion, as is individual and collective marine citizenship
(promoting and demanding an ocean recovery through local,
national and international policy changes).

Local authorities cannot solve the ocean crisis alone, but we can —
and must — play our part.

This Council declares an urgent need for Ocean Recovery.

We recognise that we need ocean recovery to meet our net zero
carbon targets, and we need net zero carbon to recover our ocean.

This Council pledges to:

1. Report to Full Council within 12 months on the actions and
projects that will begin an ocean recovery in South Tyneside.

2. Consider ocean recovery in all strategic decisions, plans,
budgets and approaches to decisions by the Council (particularly
in planning, regeneration, skills and economic policy), aligning with
climate change mitigation and adaptation requirements, and
considering ocean-based solutions in our journey towards a
carbon neutral and climate resilient future.

3. Promote closer working between the South Tyneside Council
and the Marine Management Organisation and embed strong links
between the Local Plan and the North East Marine Plan to support
ocean recovery.

4. Ensure that the Local Nature Recovery Strategy strives to
support ocean recovery.

5. Work with partners locally and nationally to deliver increased
sustainability in marine industries and develop a sustainable and
equitable blue economy that delivers ocean recovery and local
prosperity.

6. Grow ocean literacy and marine citizenship in the borough,
including ensuring all pupils are given the opportunity to
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experience the ocean first-hand before leaving primary school-
striving to include home-schooled children - and promote equitable
access to the ocean through physical and digital experiences for
all residents.

7. Work with South Shields Marine School and South Tyneside
College to continue to embed marine, maritime and blue carbon
training at the heart of training provision.

8. Subject to available resources and other priorities, create an
online portal of the Council website to update on ocean recovery
progress, signpost to ocean literacy development opportunities,
and marine citizenship pledges.

9. Write to the Government asking them to put the ocean into net

recovery by 2030 by
a) Ensuring Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authorities and
Natural England have the resources they need to effectively
research and monitor our growing number of marine protected
areas, and to set and enforce appropriate fishing levels that
support local economies and deliver environmental
sustainability.

b) Ensuring coastal communities have a meaningful say in the
development of marine policy to ensure it delivers equitable
and sustainable outcomes.

c) Appoint a dedicated Minister for Coastal Communities.

d) And by listening to marine scientific advice, including marine
social science, to update the Marine Policy Statement and
produce a national Ocean Recovery Strategy which will:

i. Enable the recovery of marine ecosystems rather than
managing degraded or altered habitats in their reduced state.

ii. Consider levelling up, marine conservation, energy, industrial
growth, flood and coastal erosion risk management, climate
adaptation and fisheries policy holistically rather than as
competing interests.

iii. Develop a smarter approach to managing the health of the
entire ocean that moves beyond Marine Protected Areas and
enables links to be made across sectors towards sustainability.
iv. Establish improved processes for understanding the benefits
of ocean recovery, leaving no doubt the links between this and
human lives, livelihoods, and wellbeing.

v. Stop plastic pollution at source by strengthening the
regulations around single-use plastics and set standards for
microfibre-catching filters to ensure that all new domestic and
commercial washing machines are fitted with a filter that
captures a high percentage of microfibres produced in the
wash cycle.
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Glossary

A “Blue Economy” is one which uses ocean resources sustainably
or even regeneratively whilst improving community wellbeing and
social equity. It is not simply marine or maritime economic activity.

“Ocean literacy” is where a person understands the ocean's
influence on them and their influence on the ocean. For example,
an understanding that the ocean stores carbon and an
understanding that what they put down the drain can impact on
ocean health.

“Marine citizenship” is where an individual practices their rights
and duties relating to the health of the marine environment, e.g. a
resident writing to their local Councillor to ask them to take action
for ocean recovery; or collective marine citizenship, e.g. promoting
or making local, national or international policy changes.

Signed

Councillors: Gibson
Foreman
Atkinson
McHugh
Ellison
Berkley

Jonathan Tew
Chief Executive




